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 Dear Parents and Child Care Providers: 

 The lazy days of summer are on our doorstep 
and we are closing out one very busy fiscal year at 
Cole-Harrington. This spring has brought forth some 
very positive happenings for our FCC Educators and 
agency as a whole.  

 Thirty-two of our FCC Educators were selected 
to participate in the Quality Rating and 
Improvement System Pilot and received money 
through the Quality Improvement Grant. Educators 
and their Early Childhood Specialists worked 
together to develop individualized program 
improvement plans and budgets in order to advance 
one level on the QRIS. Grant money has been used 
to purchase care courses, health consultation, 
educational supplies, curriculum materials, office 
supplies, museum memberships, playground 
equipment, NAFCC memberships, CDA and NAFCC 
fees and much, much more! We have also been able 
to offer many workshops to our parents/guardians, 
staff and educators in June through this initiative. 

 We are also pleased to announce that seventeen 
of our FCC educators were approved to offer a 
Kindergarten Entry Enrichment program for eligible 
children who have been on the EEC subsidized 
waitlist and who will attend Kindergarten in the fall. 
The goal of the program is to provide these children 
with a summer child care experience that will better 
prepare them for school entrance. FCC educators 
and Early Childhood Specialists will work 
collaboratively with local school systems to 
facilitate children‛s successful transition to school 
and support parents as needed during the process. 

We are very excited to share that Enable was 
selected as the Region IV provider for the Mental 
Health Consultation Grant. This grant will allow 
Enable to offer much needed intensive consultation 
support to FCC educators and center staff on 
supporting and managing children with challenging 
behaviors.  We thank educators and Network  

affiliated programs for their support and look forward 
to more collaboration through this model in the upcom-
ing fiscal year! 

 Seventy of our FCC educators and FCC staff en-
joyed a delicious meal and motivational speech given by 
Dr. Leland Clarke of Wheelock College during our Annual 
Educator Appreciation Dinner in June. As a staff, we 
very much look forward to this event and the opportu-
nity to celebrate and thank our educators for the won-
derful work they do each day with our children.  

 We hope the next few weeks will be a bit more 
subdued at Cole-Harrington and we can reflect on and 
enjoy all that is good. Our staff hopes that you will get 
to experience some well deserved time off with your 
loved ones and that you have a wonderful summer sea-
son.  

Michelle Bradford, Program Coordinator 
FCC & Child Care Network  

Welcome New Staff 
 
We are pleased to announce two new addi-
tions to our Cole-Harrington team.  

Claire DeBaggis, Early Childhood Specialist, and Laura 
Sheehan, Assistant Financial Coordinator joined us this 
winter. We are thrilled to have these knowledgeable and 
dedicated ladies on board! 

Transportation Reminders  
 

 If you are requesting a change to your child‛s sched-
ule, please contact your Early Childhood Specialist who 
will coordinate with your caregiver and the transpor-
tation company. As always, if your child is going to be 
absent for the day, please leave a message for the 
transportation coordinator along with contacting your 
child care program. Unexcused absences may result in 
suspension of services. 



 Keeping Current with New Regulations 
 
 EEC is ready to launch its new Massachusetts Professional Qualifications Registry.  If you are 
currently working in early education or out-of-school time in an EEC-licensed center-based program 
or family child care home in Massachusetts, you will need to register to comply with the regulations 
issued in January 2010.  Educators, including assistants, who work with infants, toddlers, pre-
schoolers, or school age children in EEC-licensed settings, are required to register by August 31, 
2010. Please note that having an EEC teacher certification does not mean that you are already reg-
istered.   
 
  The Registry will allow educators to: 

• Self register; 
• Create and update their individual educator profile; 
• Track their professional growth; and  

 Licensed and exempt providers will be able to: 
• Register educators working at the program; 
• Add and update some educator information; and, 
• Support the professional development of their staff. 

 
 EEC‛s new Professional Qualifications Registry will gather important information on the size, 
composition, education, and experience of our current workforce.  It will store information about 
the retention and turnover of educators working in early education and care and out-of-school time 
programs.  This information will help EEC build a work force development system that responds to 
the needs of all educators and programs in Massachusetts.  To see what the Registry will look like 
and for additional information, please visit http://www.eec.state.ma.us/docs1/prof_devel/
pq_registry_screens20100526.pdf. 

Professional Development Congratulations 
Our hats off to these educators who have attained 
the following credentials during the year: 

Child Development Associate (CDA) 

Mary Carr, Norwood 
Linda Freitas, Stoughton 
Ali Sleiman, Taunton 

NAFCC Accreditation 

Judith Enabulele, Abington 
NJ Eze, Holbrook 
Margie Wheeler, Foxboro 
 

CH is sponsoring monthly CDA and NAFCC support 
groups for FCC system educators and center-based, 
Network-affiliated staff. If you would like to learn 
more about these groups, please contact Claire De-
Baggis at ext. 313. 

Oral Health &  
Child Care Training 
 
CH will be offering another oral health 
workshop for both FCC Educators and 
Network centers on July 13, 2010 at our 
Canton office from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Please 
be on the lookout for a training flyer 
soon! We see a lot of white, happy smiles 
out there…keep up the good work! 

http://www.eec.state.ma.us/docs1/prof_devel/pq_registry_screens20100526.pdf
http://www.eec.state.ma.us/docs1/prof_devel/pq_registry_screens20100526.pdf


Literacy Rich Environments 
 
By Eileen Kelleher, ECS  
Plymouth Site Coordinator 
 
 Providing an environment that fosters early literacy skills in young children is not as complex as some might 
imagine.  And since research indicates how valuable early literacy skills are for children when they enter kinder-
garten, it is well worth the time for providers and parents to assess their own environments and make any 
changes or improvements necessary to ensure that their programs/homes provide ample opportunity for young 
children to explore and develop literacy skills.  Following are some items to consider when assessing your envi-
ronment or home.   
 

Are the children engaged in active learning most of the time?  Young children learn best through play, 
not direct instruction.  Games, songs, rhymes, poems, give and take conversation, following directions 
and routines, helping to prepare for activities and routines, and reading books and other written materi-
als are examples of appropriate ways to offer young children opportunities to explore literacy.   
Are children able to see written words in their environment?  Labeling is a powerful way to expose chil-
dren to the idea that words and names are written with letters.  Where are children‛s belongings 
stored?  Label their cubbies, backpacks, boxes, or bags with their names.  Storage shelves where chil-
dren‛s toys are stored can also be labeled with the names of materials.  Many programs label learning 
centers, furniture, and physical aspects of the classroom such as walls and windows.  At home bedroom 
doors or walls can be labeled with a child‛s name as can special belongings such as cups, toothbrushes, 
bike helmets, and balls.   
Do children have the opportunity to write?  Whether you have an entire learning center dedicated to 
writing or simply have a box that children can access that includes paper and writing utensils, providing 
children with the opportunity to practice writing at their own level and pace is vitally important.   
Do children have a place to read and explore books comfortably?  Have a space dedicated for reading 
with bookshelves and a comfortable, cozy place to sit either alone or with others.  Bookshelves can be 
made simply from sturdy boxes or milk crates and a few pillows can soften up any space.  Provide a vari-
ety of reading materials including books, magazines, newspapers, and cards or letters that have been 
received.  Take advantage of the free books available for loan from your public library.  Many libraries 
also have themed kits for loan to early childhood programs.   
Are blocks and manipulatives available for children to explore?  These materials encourage hands-on 
work with creating patterns and sequences of shapes, colors, and textures, important skills for learning 
to read.   
Do art experiences allow children to paint, draw, build models, and complete multi-step projects?  Such 
activities encourage vocabulary building, conversation skills, and provide opportunity to express con-
cepts, thoughts, and ideas. 
Do you model book reading and talk aloud about such concepts as reading from front cover to back 
cover, reading print from left to right and top to bottom, who the author and illustrator are, and what is 
in the table of contents? 

Remember, having strong early literacy skills does not mean that children know how to read.  It simply 
means that they have the skills necessary to begin learning how to read.  As parents and providers of 
young children, it is our job to help them build a strong foundation for learning more conventional skills 
when they enter grade school.  Parents and providers, contact your early childhood specialist for more 
support on building a literacy rich environment and for a list of activities that help strengthen early lit-
eracy skills. 



Enable, Inc./Cole-Harrington Family Child Care &  
Child Care Network 

  605 Neponset St.  Canton, MA 02021   
781-821-4422   

37 Industrial Park Road, Plymouth, MA  02360 
508-830-3900 

Payroll Dates for Providers & Centers 
 
 Please remember to call in/e-mail your CH 
children‛s attendance on the attendance call
-in dates to Sarah Worton, our Financial Co-
ordinator. We must have accurate records 
of children‛s attendance in order to proc-
ess your reimbursement on time. If you 
need another copy of the payroll schedule, 
please ask your ECS or e-mail Sarah at 
Sworton@enableinc.org. We thank you for 
your cooperation! 
 

 

Substitute Care 
 Parents, please remember to contact your 
Early Childhood Specialist if you need sub-
stitute care during your program‛s vacation 
or closure. Back up care is a great benefit 
of belonging to a FCC System! If you have 
not established one or two potential substi-
tute options for your child, and you are in-
terested in meeting some potential sub care 
educators for when you need back up, please 
call your ECS to arrange a meeting.  

 Educators please remember to let par-
ents and your ECS know as soon as you have 
vacation/closure plans. Thanks! 

 

Important Recalls 
 
Children‛s Tylenol,  
Benadryl and Motrin 
 
Please visit http://

www.mcneilproductrecall.com/page.jhtml?id=/
include/new_recall.inc for more information 
on the recall. 
 
Please visit http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/
prerel/prhtml09/09319.html for more infor-
mation and links to other recalls of child toys 
and equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 Cole-Harrington FCC System website is cur-
rently under construction! 
 
 Stay tuned this summer for the launch of 
our new FCC System program website at 
www.coleharringtonfccs.org 
 

In the meantime Cole-Harrington 
Children‛s Center launched their 
new website in early May.  Come 
visit us at www.coleharrington.com  

 Have a safe  

& 

Happy 4th of 
July 

http://www.coleharrington.com
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml09/09319.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml09/09319.html

